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THE LARGER MEANINGS OF BIBLICAL STUDY. 



Is modern Bible study simply a scholar's matter ? From 
some points of view one would say that it is. There are the dis- 
cussion over details, the multiplication of hypotheses, 

iBLE Study anc j some t; mes th e failure to Sfrasp broad principles, 
Not Scholastic . . , . . . *L 

which characterize purely scholastic interests. The 

most enthusiastic devotee to philology or biology is no more 
devoted to the acquisition of knowledge than is the critic. 
One might even go so far as to say that in some particulars 
biblical scholarship is sharing in the professionalism which occa- 
sionally invades the laboratory, and the theologian, like the 
chemist, becomes less interested in truth than in making a repu- 
tation by a new discovery. 

But is this the end of the matter ? Can a student of the 
Bible disregard other than merely scholastic results ? We cer- 
tainly believe that he cannot. The Bible and religion are too 
vitally connected with social life in every stage of its develop- 
ment, and, unless we mistake in reading the signs of the times, 
the revolution which is now progressing in the study of the 
Bible has very wide-sweeping results. 

The world at large does not need to know how many 
times a grammatical form occurs in a biblical book, or to 
_ understand the chronology of the campaigns of 

Seriousness Sennacherib, or even to be able to estimate the 
of the Biblical particular archaeological form in which the thought 
Scholar q £ p au j was expressed, any more than it needs 

technical knowledge about the constitution of the Roman mon- 
archy, or the number of pulsations of a frog's heart. If biblical 
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study has only a technical or academic importance, there is many 
a biblical scholar who would prefer to devote his energies to 
something else. But just because it is not solely a scholar's 
matter, a practical man is justified in championing it. In addi- 
tion to their value as knowledge, its results have a special value 
from their influence upon the religious and moral thinking of 
individuals singly and collectively, and so upon social life. 

The man who thinks that the critical scholar comes to his 
task in the spirit of the dilettante or the iconoclast is profoundly 
mistaken. The critical scholar believes that he has a mission. 
He may be mistaken as to the importance of that mission, but 
until he is disillusioned his earnestness is not that of the man 
who proposes to make the dative case the supreme thing in life. 
Instead, it is that of the man who wishes to bring the essentials 
of Christianity into human life. So it is that, paradoxical as it 
seems, the ultimate and supreme end of many of the most 
intensely scientific biblical scholars is not scholarship. Their 
scholarship is a means to this end. Indeed, so earnest is their 
spirit that it is only one means used by them. It would be easy 
to cite instances of men, whose names are synonymous of truest 
biblical science, who are interested in, and even intimately asso- 
ciated with, social movements. There never was a class of men 
less scholastic than the biblical scholars who work in sympathy 
with the modern spirit. 

In the realm of theology proper one has only to look at the 
discussion started by criticism to see its practical bearing. Deal- 
ing, as it does, with the foundation of most Chris- 
The Influence . , , ... ■ , , , , , , , 

of Historical tian theology, it is inevitable that its results should 

Study in have been felt throughout the realm of theological 

THEOLoer and construction. It could hardly be otherwise. The 
man who holds the Bible to be a collection of 
atomistic proof-texts, each absolute and eternal in authority, 
cannot by any conceivable process reach the same theological 
conclusions as the man who regards the Bible as the outcome and 
the record of a religious development which constitutes a pro- 
gressive revelation of God. A compromise can be reached by 
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no apologetic jugglery, and those who walk in the path of the 
unhistorical literalist are consistent in their opposition to the 
historical critic. There may be Christian toleration ; there cannot 
be theological agreement between the two parties. 

And the same is true in the realm of apologetics. From all 
sides there comes a demand for a new statement of the evidences 
of Christianity. But what is Christianity? Is it the belief and 
life of the apostolic age ? Or does essential Christianity lie in 
something of which apostolic Christianity was but one phase ? 
The historical student cannot give the same answer to this as 
the unhistorical student. The apologetics of the one cannot be 
that of the other, if for no other than this reason : the two are 
not attempting to defend the same thing. And perhaps there is 
no more important result of the application of a historical method 
to Bible study than the clarifying of ideas concerning what 
actually constitutes Christianity. For a man who is ambitious 
to be of service to his time, and who believes that Christianity 
is a divine force to be applied to human life, biblical study, 
therefore, offers a field of first importance. He may not be 
interested in the grammar, the archaeology, or even the history 
of the Bible as ends in themselves ; but he will find in them the 
tools with which to hew true to the line which separates essential 
Christianity from its historical expressions. 

But modern biblical study stands in even wider relations. 

As long as Christianity is a force in human progress, and as long 

as the questions of economic and social reform are 

w ' d * rRel * TI0NS moral questions, and above all as long as real 
of Bible Study ... 

Christianity has a message for the world at large, 

the world will turn with increasing interest to the study of the 
literature of Christianity. But it will turn as a modern, not as a 
sixteenth-century, world. No man who wishes to bring Chris- 
tianity into today's life can afford to disregard this fact. Of 
course, there are thousands of people alive today who are not 
possessed of the modern spirit, who still think and believe as 
if they lived in centuries long past. These persons may be 
reached by the methods of the age to which they really belong, 
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but their children will be more largely possessed of today's 
spirit, and it will be with them that the church must deal. Can 
any religious teaching be of influence that is dominated by the 
spirit of any age — either past or future — other than that of the 
people to which it is brought? For our part we do not believe 
it can ; and, for this reason, if for no other, we plead the need of 
a genuinely scientific biblical study. A scientific age demands 
a scientific treatment of its religion. Critical results in them- 
selves may not be worth the travail that gives them birth ; but, 
as one phase of the application of the modern spirit to the 
Bible, and as a means of discovering a revelation of God, the 
right to use critical methods in studying the Scriptures is some- 
thing worth dying for. And the day of martyrs is not passed, 
even in America. 

No, the genuinely historical study of the Bible involves 
something more than differences among scholars. It will issue 
in a Christianity in which men will study the Bible with the 
very selves which they carry into all other phases of modern 
life, and which will be to the world a source of moral impulse 
and regeneration. To check such study, provided always it 
is reverent and prayerful, is to check the cause of Christianity. 
The modern spirit will study the Bible in accordance with itself, 
or it will not study it at all. And if the Bible is not studied, it 
is hard to see how the great movements in society that so 
clearly prophesy a new age can be genuinely Christian. Here 
is the supreme function and ambition of the biblical scholar : 
by inducing men to discover and appreciate the teaching of the 
Bible, to Christianize today's social evolution — to help bring in 
the kingdom of God. 



